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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-UNIVERSITY.

Reports of Prof. Wallace and Mr. MeLaren.

Mr. THORN asked the Premier: Will he
obtain and have laid on the Table of the
House the recent reports upon the Univers-
ity by Professor Wallace and Mr. MeLaren '

The PREMIER replied: Yes. I have the
reports here and will place them on the Table
of the House.

SITTING DAYS ANID HOURS.

On motion by the Premier ordered: That
the House, unless otherwise ordered, shall
meet for the despatch of business on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 4.30
p.m., and shall sit until 8.15 p.m. if neces-
sary, and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. on-
wards.

GOVERNIMENT BUSINSS,
PREaEDENOE.

On motion by the Premier ordered: That
on Tuesdays and Thursdays Government
business shall take precedence of all motions
and orders of the day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Premier, Sessional
Committees were appointed as follows:-

Library.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Tonkin, and
Mr. Patrick.

Standing Orders.-Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Mr. floney, Mr.
Withers, and Mr. North.

House.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lambert, Mr.
MeLarty, Mr. Stubbs, and Mr. Wilson.

Printing.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sampson,
and Mr. Styants.

BILL_-SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier resolved:

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable resolutions
from the Committees of Supply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed thoem
Committees, and also the passing of a Supply
Bill through all its stages in one day, and to
enable the business aforesaid to be entered
upon and dealt with before the Address-in-
reply is adopted.

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-

ceived and read recommending appropriation
for the purposes of the Bill.

In Committee of Supply.
The House resolved into Committee of

Supply, Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock-
Geraldton) [4.47]: I move--

That there be granted to His Majesty on ac-
count of the services of the year ending the
30th June, 1941, a sum not exceeding
£2,500,000.

This is the ordinary Supply Bill that is
passed at the beginning of each session and
its passage is necessary in order to finance
the operations of the State until the Esti-
mates are passed. The Estimates are now
being prepared and will be presented to
Parliament at, I hope, a very early date,
which, however, will depend largely upon
the deliberations of the Loan Council that
will take place next week. At the conclu-
sion of that meeting we shall be in a much
better position to know the position regard-
ing finance and to prepare our Estimates
accordingly. Every effort has been made to
keep down expenditure wherever possible,
and accounts have been closely scrutinised
with that object in view. The amount pro-
vided for in the Bill is £2,500,000 which is
similar to that covered by Supply Bill (No.
1) of last year. The money will provide for
the first three months of the financial year
and is allocated as follows:-Front Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund, £C1,750,000; from the
General Loan Fund, £450,000; and from the
Treasurer's Advance, £300,000. The ex-
penditure for the first three months of the
last financial year was slightly above
the amount then provided, and totalled
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£1,745,511. Of course that does not include
the expenditure under special Acts such as
that for interest, sinking fund contributions
and other statutory charges. The provision
from the General Loan Fund will be for use
in carrying on several loan projects on
which work is proceeding at present. This
will enable us to provide as much employ-
ment. as possible and, of course, the pro-
vision from the Treasurer's Advance is to
meet expenditure that cannot be charged to
specific Votes.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and thle report
adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.
The House resolved into Committee of

Ways and Means, Mr. J. Hegney in the
Chair.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock-
Geraldton) [4.53]: 1 move-

That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the services of the
yea-r ending the 30th .Tnce, 1941, a sum not ex-
ceediag £1,750,000 be granted out of Consoli-
dated] Revenue, £450,000 from the Gene~ral
Loan Fund, and £E30,000 from the Public Ac-
c-ounts for the purpose of temporary advances
to be made by the Treasurer.

Question Put and passed.

Resolution reportedl and the report
adopted.

Bill Introduced.
In accordance with the foregoing resolu-

tiona, Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.
On motion by the Premier, Bill read a

second time.

in Committee.
Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair, the Premier

in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1IL-Issue and applicatiou of

£2,500,000:
Mr. McDONALD: I remember that lass

year the Leader of the Opposition (Hon.
C. G-. Latham), who is no doubt reserving
himself for an effort later iii the session,
raised the question of the expenditure of
this money. It seems a strange thing to me
that the House should advance £2,500,000
apparently each year without any discussion.
The interjection of surprise by the member

for Perth (Mr. Needham) during the second
reading was quite justified. We are grant-
ing supply of £2,500,000, which approaches
aboLct a quarter of the total outlay of the
State in the coarse of the year. I observe
that the figures mentioned iii the Bill are
identical with those that appeared in a simi-
lar Bill brought down at this stage last year.
We can thus, be assured that the State will
not spend any niore than was spent last
year. In 1939 a discussion occurred as to the
propriety-and I might perhaps say the
duty-of the Treasurer and the Government
giving the House some idea of how the
money was being spent. My recollection is
that the Minister for Works, as acting Pre-
tmier, was asked to furnish the House with
a. Ilst of some of the loan works on which
the money was being spent and would
be spent. I think the least that is
(100 to this House is that there should be
somic statement of how the money is to be
expenrded. I know that a budget is presented
later in the year, but. we do not know which
works have been completed and which are
being continued. If the operations of the
House in Committee are to be anything more
thanit a mere farce or of a rubber stamp
Vcharacter, the least we can expect is to have
some statement, even though it he a short
one, of how the money is to be disbursed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Year after year
the question has been raised as to what this
expenditure is for, and I have become tired
of pointing out that the House has very little
control of the finances of the State. By Act
of Parliament we have handed over that con-
trol not only to Ministers, hat also to depart-
mental heads, to the Public Service Cont-
missioner and to the Arbitration Court. That
is where most of the money is going. On this
occasion, the sum needed from loan funds,
£450,000, is quite small in comparison with
that required in certain 'years. I have closely
followed the accounts that have been sub-
mitted to the public during the year. This
money is already in hand, because I presume
that the Treasurer received a share from the
last allocation. We know that many public
works are still proeeediuxt and others are to
he undertaken. There is also some road work
proceeding and this necessitates the expendi-
ture of money. I have always hoped-though
the hope has been in vain-that we would
have the Estimates before pasing this Sup-
ply Bill. Through the ages, Lhowever, the
necessity appears to have arisen for Par
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liament to pass the Bill without having seen
the Estimate;, in order that the Government
might be able to carry on after the 30th
.June. As a matter of fact a considerable
part of this money has already been spent
without any authorisation by Parliament.
For instance, the payments falling due in
July have been made to civil servants and
wages men. I was glad to hear the Premier's
announcement that the Estimates will be
brought down early. We ought to have some-
thing more than a mere Bill of this kind
thrown on. the table. The Premier is really
asking for very little new money; much of
it has been nuthorised under statutes for the
payment for interest or for other disburse-
ments. As I have previously remarked, we
have reached the stage of having handed over
control of the finances to other bodies, and
very little control is left in the hands of
Parliament. For that reason I did niot desire
to (delay the passing of the Bill. We ought,
as the Premier said, to curtail expenditure.
as muc-h as possible, but that point I propose
to deal with when speaking on the Address-
in-reply.

The PREMIER: The usual procedure has
been followed on this occasion. The businiess
of the country could not be carried on any
better if we had a full dress debate on the
Supply Bill covering the first month orl six
weeks of the financeial year, seeing that the
Estimates for the whole year will be intro-
duced in the course of a few weeks and de-
tais of all departments, as well as Loan
Estimates, will be submitted. Members will
then have the fullest opportunity to discuss
matters of policy. Each Minister, in intro-
ducing his Estimates, will give an outline of
the work proposed to be carried out by his
department, and members will be able to
express their views on any phase of depart-
mental activity that calls for conument. To
have a debate of that kind now and imnedi-
ately follow with another debate on the
Estimates would be a waste of time. I have
told members that the Estimates will be pre-
sented at the earliest possible date. The
Loan Council will meet again a fortnight
hence and its deliberations will probably be
completed in a couple of days. Then the
Government will be able to formulate its
programme and the Estimates will be intro-
duced almost immediately afterwards. I do
not say that the present practice is the rigbt
one, but it is convenient and it allows of fall
discussion by every member when the Esti-

mates are introduced. To have a prelim-
inary discussion at this stage, and later a
full discussion dealing with the same sub-
jects, would be futile.

Mr. M1cDONALD: I do not wish to labour
the point, but this is an occasion when sonc
short statement of public works and the way
in which the money is to he expended should
be submitted. Although in the seven or
eight years I have occupied a seat in this
Chamber there has heen little discussion on
the Supply Bill, I think that members
should be given somec details as to how the
£C2,500,000 is to be spent. I have been told
that that view was strongly held by the Pre-
mnier's party when in Opposition, and that
the Supply Bill was sometimes debated for
hours on end. I recall that when he was
Leader of the Opposition he considered that
the least the Government should do was to
give such information. Apparently we are
to sit here deaf and dumb while the Govern-
meat says it proposes to spend £2,500,000
without even putting down half a sheet of
foolscatp to show how the money is to he
expended.

The PREMIER: That is not quite the
position. The programme of works, parti-
cularly loan works, is considered generally
in November and relates to works to be
undertaken in the ensuing twelve months- It
has been the custom for each State to have a
carry-over of £800,000, £400,000 or £500,000
at the end of the financial year to continue
the works iii progress pending further auth-
orisations by Parliament. Doubtless the
Minister for Works could indicate offhandl
many ways in which this money is being
spent. Some of it is required for the com-
pletion of the Canning Dam, some for the
Samson's Brook Dam, and some for the
Stirling Dam, while money is also needed
for railways and water supply requirements.
Some of this expenditure is debited to loani
and some to revenue, bot it is all expendi-
ture for continuing the provision of services.
When any new work is proposed it is sub-
mitted for discussion under the Loan Esti-
mates. This £2,500,000 is required to eon-
tianue works that Parliament has discussed-
works that were started in the last financial
year-pending the preparation of the pro-
gramme for the ensuing year.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2, Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Hill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.
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Third Reading. satisfaction may in part have been caused by

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 25th July.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [5.3]:
Members have had an op)portumnity to read
the Lient.-Governor's opening Speech, and I
have no doubt that, like myself, they were
somewhat disappointed with it. One would
have expected the Speech to supply the pub-
lic with some statement of policy as to the
work for the session, and some details of
the legislation likely to be intr-oduced. There
was a time when legislation that was not
mentioned in the Address-in-reply was not
dealt with by the House. That was the prac-
tice not many years ago, but we are drifting
away from that principle and arc experienc-
ing much more despotic control than we had
in the past. If I might offer an excuse for
the Government, perhaps the belief is that
this is not a time for long-winded speeches
but is a time when the public expects action
rather than talk. On that ground T might
excuse the Government for the barrenness of
the Speech.

We are all in agreement that the desperate
situation in which the nation finds itself
demands the very best fromi the Government
and the citizens of this State, and that we
with other sections of the British com-
munity throughout the wvorld have to share
the responsibility for bringing the struggle
in which we are engaged to a successful
issue. Seemingly there never was a time
when the public was so anxious to render
assistance. The people have been waiting
for a lead, hut they have waited for a very
long time with very poor results. That was
my reason for suggesting the calling of Par-
liament together a little earlier than usual.
I was anxious to ascertain whether the de-
liberations of Parliament could result in giv-
ing the people a lead as to how they could
assist to the fullest possible extent in bring-
ing the war to a successful issue. Prob-
ably it will be a very long struggle;
but that struggle can he shortened if we
have thrown into it all sections of the Bri-
tish Commonwealth of Nations. Some may
wvell, like myself, be dissatisfied; but the die-

their keenness to do something helpful. It
is impossible to maintain that our job is
not a big one. It is big. We have to face
the fact that our enemies have all the re-
sources of their own manpower and of their
countries, and in addition have available to
them cnsiderable proportions of the maji-
power in those countries which they have
succeeded in conquering or over-running, as
well as the resources of those unfortunate
countries. Those factors have given a strong
impetus to the attempt of our enemies to
obtain world domination. Some parts of
the British Empire have shown tardiness in
helping; but I am pleased to note that dur-
ing the past few wreeks, and more especially
since the capitulation of France, there has
been much more activity in those portions
of the British Dominions by way of assist-
ing the Mother country and the Empire as
a whole. With that further assistance I feel
no doubt as to what the ultimate result wvill
be. However, the probabilities are that the
struggle will be long and that many more
sacrifices will have to be borne before we
reach the goal we desire.

I trust that any remarks I may make in
this connection wvill not be regarded as carp-
ing criticism. My view is that it helps to
criticise in a manner that is justified. I
have no desire to make a long speech this
afternoon; but I feel impelled to bring to
the attention of Ministers certain things
that have been brought under my notice,
things that must be remedied in order that
we may adequately assist the Federal Gov-
ernment, in its great task. From the aspect
of enlistment we know that in this State.
and indeed throughout Australia, many
thousands of men arc offering their services.
Those men are well aware of the hazards
that lie before them, and they are facing
those hazards as Australians did during the
last war. While they are prepared to en-
counter those dangers, we have a great re-
sponsibility to them-a responsibility tose
that everything possible is done to ensure
their being properly fitted for tme service
they will have to render. For that reason I
consider that a heavy responsibility is
thrown not only on the Federal Government
but on the State Governments as well. 'It is
our bounden duty to ensure that Austra-
lians going oversee arc properly trained,
and every aid we can render to that end
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must be rendered. Further, we have a re-
sponsibility to see that our soldiers are fully
supplied with all requirements of warfare,
with armaments, munitions, food and cloth-
ing. That is the responsibility of us who
remain behind. I wish to be certain that we
are doing our very utmost in that respect.
I do not wish to see Australia placed in a
position like that of France in the middle
of the short struggle that she waged-find-
ing her men short of munitions and of such
supplies as would have enabled France to
oppose the invaders at any rate a little
longer. Some men even in our midst-thank
Heaven there are not many of them !-do
not yet realise the difference between a dec-
mnocratic country and countries controlled by.
despots, countries such as the totalitarian
States.

Because of the anxiety of many of our
young men to render service, I regret to
say, numbers of them have, immediately
after being passed in the country as mnedi
cally fit, left their employment to tome to
the city. That is a great pity, because up
to the present the Federal Government has
been unable to avail itself of their services,
owing to lack of camp and other equipment.
Everything ought to be done to convince the
young men I refer to that they will render
a far better service by remaining in their
employment until called upon, rather than
coming to the city precipitately. No doubt
Ministers meet these men, just as I have met
them. Many of them say, "We are offering
our services; we have come down here, but
we find it will be another month or six
weeks before we can go into camp." Let
me point out to those young men that the
same position arose during the last war,
though towards its end we experienced
difficulty in securing sufficient men for rein-
forcements. It is unlikely that as large a
number of men will be required for oversaa
service this time as was the case in 1914 to
1918. The matter is one which will de-
termine itself as the struggle proceeds. Un-
doubtedly Australia is entitled to retain
sufficient men here for the defence of this
country. However, if defence can be made
more effectively oversea, I have no doubt
that our young men of the present day will
do exactly the same as was done by the
young men of 25 years ago, and will pro-
ceed oversea. Still, they should not be im-
patient, but should remain in their employ-

ment until called up. I say unhesitatingly
that this is good advice to tender to them.
I shall not criticise the authorities, not being
in their confidence. However, I question
whether the tours of military officers through
the country are not a little premature.
It is no use to tour the country unsettling
people whom we desire to help.

The Premier: We cannot estimate what
the response will be.

Ron. C. GI. LATHAM1: 1 admit that the
response is far gr-eater than hod been an-
ticipated. The quota allowed for certain
districts was far exceeded because of the
number offering for enlistment. I hold that
oar Government has been slow in providing-
the facilities required by the Federal Goy-
ermnent. A littlc wvhile ago my attention
was drawn to an article which appeared in
A newspaper, and the representations con-
tained in which were followed upl by er-
tain individuals who saw me and pointed
out that the Federal Government had asked
for a piece of land on the Esplanade in
(lose proximity to the Technical School janl
that the matter hand been held tip because anl
agreement could jiot he arrived at between
the Federal and State Governments. I hold
that if the Federal Government requires for
defence purposes anything at nil within
reason, no delay should occur, and that no
State Government should incur the onus of
having declared-

Mr. Hughes: Beautiful word that, "reas-
onable"!I

The Premier: It is now just a question
of what will be paid afterwards for the
land.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I did not get a
very satisfactory answer from a Minister
who represented the Premier at the time. He
left doubt in the public mind as to whether
the Western Australian Government was do-
ing what it ought to do. When a Minister
speaks on behalf of the Premier he should
have either the courtesy to say that he
does not desire to divulge Government busi-
ness-

The Minister for Labour: You tried to
create that doubt.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Nothing of the
sort! That statement bad been made in the
Press previously. I could excuse the Minis-
ter if he had said that he knew nothing at
all about the matter. What he did, however,
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was to rush into print and try to make me Hon. C. G. LATHAM: New classes could
appear ridiculous. He only succeeded in
making himself so.

The Minister for Labour: You did not
get away with that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: When the Premier
returned, the matter was rectified, because
the huts are now in existence. Hon. mem-
bers are aware that today war is being car-
ried on chiefly with iuechanised forces-the
air force, the navy, and even the nmechanised
army-instead of the old army with horse-
drawn artillery and infantry moving about
on foot. Nowadays there is little movement
of troops on foot. Therefore I consider that
there should be made available to those who
desire to pay for such education the Tech-
nical School to its fullest capacity. There
were nights of the week when the school was
idle, and when men were desirous of paying
for tuition in certain classes. I refer more
particularly to the motor section and that
section which deals with fitting and turning.
That matter, too, has been rectified. The
Technical School, I believe, is now being
used on every night of the week. But there
were nights when certain sections were
closed, whereas use could have been made of
them. That position was not fair to young
men desirous of studying for the purpose of
enlistment.

The Premier: When the terni starts, the
facilities to he made available are deter-
mined by the number of applicants.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I admit that I amn
not well versed in what has been done at the
Technical School but I believe that, gener-
ally speaking, the arrangements made are
equivalent to one night per week.

The Premier: Intending students must ap-
Ply.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: Plenty of young
men have told me that, after having applied,
they could not he admitted at the Technical
School because the classes were already
tilled.

The Premier: They must have applied in
the middle of the term.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There were Mon-
days and Fridays during which certain
rooms were not being used at all. Classes
could have been started on those Mondays
and Fridays in such rooms. I understand
that numerous students attend at the school
on only one night per week.

The Premier: There must be a settled cur-
riculum.

have been started on those Mondays and Fri-
days.

The Premier: There are terms for various
subjects.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I venture to as.
sert that the Premier is not as well acquain-
ted with the position at the Technical School
as I am. I understand that a young fellow
can enter at any time.

The Premier: But it is not possible to
give him the lectures that have been already
delivered.

Hon. C. G. LATHAIM: At all events, new
classes could have been started on the Mon-
day and Friday nights. Classes are now be-
ing held on those nights, and I believe there
is an intention to extend the hours. I shall
be glad if the intention is carried into ef-
fect, because we owe it to the young men
volunteering for service to ensure that they
shall be adequately qualified. We owe it to
them to furnish them with all the qualifica-
tions it is possible to provide. The contem-
plated extension of hours of tuition repre-
sents a step in the right direction.

From the issue of the "West Australian"
of the 13th July, I learnt that sums of
money had been allocated to the States for
the purpose of providing training at tech-
nical schools. The "West Australian" men-
tioned £1I5,000 as being available for tech-
nical school equipment here. I hope the Pre-
mier will be able to inform the House
whether any part of that amount has yet
been used.

The Premier: It has not come to hand yet.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It has not ar-

rived I
The Premier: No. The decision of the

Federal Government to grant those amounts
was arrived at a fortnight ago. We do not
expect to get the money straightaway.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What does the
Government propose to do with that money?
My object is to speed up Ministers wherever
I can in the matter of training. That may
call for some effort, but with the support of
bon. members on this side of the Chamber,
results will he achieved-provided the Min-
ister for Labour does not deal with the mat-
ter. If it is entrusted to that hon. gentle-
man, we shall probably see a slowing-down.
However, I am. indeed glad to know that the
Government anticipates receipt of Federal
funds for the purpose. Another aspect of
training to which I should allude is that sev-
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eral principals of motor firms and of en-
gineering establishments have approached
inc with offers of free use of their premises,
together with free services of their fore-
men, for the training of these young men.
I wonder whether the Premier has been
approached with regard to the matter.

The Premier: Not directly; perhaps the
Minister for Education has.

Hon. C. 63. LATHAM: I do not know
whether or not the Minister for Education
has been approached. I have taken up the
matter with the Federal authorities, but
Western Australia's isolation places us in a
very unfortunate position. On account of
thiat isolation the people here must look to
the State Government a great deal more
titan do the people of the Eastern States
look to their State Glovernments. I hope
when the Premier visits the Eastern States
hie will ascertain from the Federal author-
ities whether these generous offers are being
accepted. No doubt the Minister for Indus-
trial Development knows something about
them, because I was told by one of
the principals that they had already ap-
proached him. These principals, as I say,

pooeto make available their workshops
at night, with the services of their foremen,
to give elementary training to young people
who wish to attend. A man enlisting in the
infantry, the artillery, or in any other sec-
tion of the army, will be much more useful
if he has a knowledge of the mechanism of
a motor ear. He will find that knowledge
extremely useful whether he goes oversaa
or stays in Australia. I should like the
assurance of the Government that it will
render all the assistance it can in this re-
spect. I desire the Government to explain
why differential treatment is meted out to
wages men and salaried men oiffering them-
selves for enlistmeut. When they go to the
recruiting depot, the wages men have their
wages stopped to the extent of the time lost
by them.

The Premier: That is not so.
Hon. C. G-. LATHAM:- I got the informa-

tion from men in the service, who definitely
told mne that that is so. A salaried man,
however, receives his, wages in full. That
is differential treatment and I am sure the
Premier will find out that what I say is true.
Men in the Government service, more par-
ticularly those in the departments controlled
by the Commissioner of Railways, have had

their wages stopped for the time they spent
in offering their services to fight for the
country.

lion. WV. D. Johnson: The wages men arc
employed by the hour, whereas the salaried
men are employed by the week.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If that is so, why
should there be differential treatment! When
1 hear the member for Guildford-Midlaud
advance an excuse of that sort it makes,
me very imuech afraid that the Govern-
mciii's case is weak. If a man is gener-
ous enough to offer his services to the
country, do not let us have differential treat-
int. Some members of the public already
deduct such lost time from their workers'
wages. That is bad enough, without the
Government giving them a lead. I hope the
Government will look into the matter.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You will have to
change the industrial awards.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What an excuse!
I wish the hon. member would not inter-
ject, because hie is only making the case
worse for the Government.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Change thle award
and[ you cn-.n do what you are trying to make
the Government do.

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: Awards have
nothing to do with the matter. An award
makes provision for mainimumi pay and
maximum hours; but an employer, if he s~o
desires, can pay his workman a larger wage
and permit him to work fewer hours. There
is nothing in the award to stop suczh a pro-
cedure.

Mr. Cross: Does the farmer deduct the
time lost by his employee when offering his
services for the country?

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: I would like to
meet the farmer who would make such a
deduction from one of his men who goes
to the recruiting station!1

Several membhers interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. C. G-. LATHAMf: Some oppositionk

is coming from the Government cross-
benches, where I least expected it. If I
may be permitted to continue, I understamnd
many men have resigned from the Railway
Department, rather than return to that
department when their war service is eon-
eluded and lip loaded with arrears of super-
annuation which they wvere told they would
have to provide.

The Premier: No.
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B~on. G. G. LA'LHAMI: Yes.
The Premier: Oh no.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then I have been

wrongly informed. I have followed the
mnatter up with the railway authorities, who
told ine they were attempting to find a way
out; but the)' said that if a man enlisted
and returned to the department after his war
service wats over, he would he charged tin'
arrears due to the superannuation fund. I
am telling 'Ministers something they do not
know.

The Premier: You do not know that that
is right.

Hon. C. 6. LATHAM.N: The officials of
the Riailway Department who deal with the
ittatter have so informed me.

The Premier: I know wvhat the Govern-
mient's policy is.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I do not. I will
interview the chairman of the Superannua-
tion Board and ascertain what he knows.

The Premier: Do not go to officials. Come
to me and I will give you all the information
you want. 1 have told you so repeatedly.

Hon. C2. M1 LATHAM: Can I be continu-
ally running down to tim Premier and asking
him about aill the tittle-tattle I hear?

The Premier: No.
Bonu. C. G. LATlAM: 1 telephlone the

departmental officer. I tried to get in touch
with the Premier on one occasion because 1
desired to interview Mr. Lynch of the Tech-
nical College. I waited for an hour but had
no chance of interviewing the Premier, so
took the responsibility of telephoning Mr.
Lynch to ask him if I could discuss the
matter with him.

The Premier: Tire hon. member in common
with most people, knows that Cabinet meets
every Monday afternoon and cannot be dis-
turbed by telephone calls; although, had I
know,, the lion, member was making the in-
quiry, I would have fl-ied to do something
about it.

lin. C. G. LATHAMI: As a matter of
fact, the Premier knew all about it.

The Premier: No.
Hen. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know

wvhether it was on a Monday or a Tuesday;
but the Premier does not expect members to
be continually running down to him. When
he is away, to whom shall we turn? I am
not going to the Minister for Labour for
any information.

The Minister for Labour: All your con-
freres are glad to come downt to interview
Me.

Ron. C. G. LATHAM: Perhaps they get
better results than I do. I think the Premier
wrill find that wvhat I say is perfectly right.

The Premier: No.
Hon C. G. LATHAMI: The railway olli-

diais know the ease. I wrote to the man
asking him not to tender his resignation,
because I felt the Government would do the
right thing. Unfortunatel, h 'le had alroadyv
resigned before receiving my letter. Had he
not resigned, I would have take,, the ease
Lip With]tire Minister to ascertain wvhat was
being done. The man subsequently got a re-
fund of the muoney lie paid in to thre upc~tr-
narruation fund.

The Premier; The Grovernment's p~olicy.
was stated before Christmas.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tire railway offi-
cials were not aware of it.

The Premier: I know there wats some little
misunderstanding.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Mr. Bromfield did
not know; or, if he did, he was not advising
Inc. We all ought to do something to ensure
that the men who enlist and who desire to re-
saime their work on their return are 110t

loaded with a big superannuation debt.
The Premier: The Government is paying

the superannuation charge for all Govern-
ment workers on active service.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: All of them, in-
cluding the wages men?

The Premier: Yes.
Hoan. C. . LATHAM: As well as the

salaried men?
The Premier: Yes.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am glad to know

that, and I hope the Press will give pub-
licity to it. I am sure many employees of
the Government are not aware of the fact.
The Federal Government has been criticised
because Western Australia is not obtaining
as many contracts for supplies to the De-
fence Department as the other States are
getting. We need not go far to seek the
reason. Local manufacturers experience
difficulty in tendering a price that is com-
petitive with the prices tendered in the
Eastern States. That is due in many in-
stances to our Arbitration Court awards.

Mr. Styants: To obsolete machinery.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, to Arbitration

Court awards, awards which fix hours of
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labour, wages and the number of junior State will not be at such a great din-
workers that may be employed. Another
reason is the higher premiums charged in
Western Australia for workers' compensa-
tion insurance. I shall not say we have
given a lead in that respect, but the other
States certainly have not followed our
example. Consequently, manufacturers in
the other States can quote lower prices and
so get the work. The Government may not
know the story I am about to relate, but a
contract for a considerable number of articles
came to this State a little while ago. The
work necessitated the punching of four boles
in a piece of iron. Two, junior workers were
detailed to do this part of the work. The
secretary of the union then interviewed the
employers and informed them that they
could not employ junior workers for that,
work, so the employers had to put on two
adult workers at £6 per week extra. As a
result, the employers will probably lose on
the contract and work of that class will not
again be undertaken in this State. We can-
not expect Government contracts to come
to this State while such conditions prevail.
But what is happening is that our workers
are now leaving this State to do the self-
same work in the Eastern States. We are
losing our pop)ulation. That statement can
be borne out by reference to statistics, which
show the terrific fall in our population due
to migration. The people leaving are not
going oversen, but to the Eastern States.

The Premier: You do not mean to say
that those men are going to the Eastern
States to work under worse conditions?

Rion. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know
whether they arc. We still have 6,000 un-
employed men, while workers arc leaving for
the Eastern States to find employment. That
is the trouble. The Premier knows that
our population is not increasing; he
knows that last year 1,245 more people left
the State than came into it.

Mr. Holman: Put on junior workers and
more men will leave the State.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Does not the bon.
member understand that unless we employ
junior workers we cannot compete with the
Eastern States and consequently our young
men will have to go there to learn trades?
The policy of the Labour Party is unifica-
tion. When that eomes about-perhaps it
will-there will he a levelling up and this

advantage.
The Minister for Mines: Where did you

dig up that old horse?
Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: I got a copy of

the constitution the other day.

The Minister for Lands: You have been
reading Mr. Teasdale's speech.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have not. flat
I say is common sense. A little while ago
I w'as placarded from one end of the State
to the other about what was said to be my
desire to reduce wages. I have no desire to
reduce wages, and I will make the same
statement as I made on that occasion, that
until there is an Australian basic wage,
having regard to the difference in the cost
of living in the various States and parts of
the States, we shall not get a fair deal in
this State, so far as manufactures are con-
cerned. Therefore, we must face the fact
that it is no use complaining because the
Federal Government does not let war con-
tracts in Western Australia, for the reason
that we cannot deliver the goods at the same
price as they can be delivered in the Eastern
States. Every year the position becomes
worse as manufacturing centres are being
built up in the Eastern States, where the
commodities can be turned out cheaper with
tip-to-date machinery. The result is that
our population is declining.

The Premier: I think you will find that
those manufacturers are engaged in mass
production.

Hon. C. *0. LATHAM1: That may be the
cause of it. I think the Premier will agree
it is common sense, that if it is merely
a question of punching four holes in a piece
of iron that that could be left to junior
workers. The countries that are up against
us are employing all classes of labour-
women and everyone else. During the last
war even Great Britain turned out some
wonderful work where women were largely
employed. My desire is that we should be
able to provide employment for all and that
we should try wherever possible to improve
the existing state of affairs. I admit that
the Government can take in contracts at the
Midland Junction workshops and if there is
a loss there, it will be a charge against the
community. A private individual, however,
cannot carry on in that way. There are
many places in Western Australia where
work is being carried not for the Defence
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Department, but the manufacturers are Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I suppose that
afraid to tender and the Federal Govern-
ment does not seem very anxious to utilise
the establishments that we have here. I
hope that it will be possible to make closer
contact with the Federal authorities. 1 can
take members to motor establishments where
quite a lot of useful work could be done. If
those places were given an opportunity to
tender for contracts, they would absorb
many of the people who are now out of em-
ployment.

The Minister for Labour: The Common-
wealth policy has given the motor trade the
jitters. You might explain why New South
Wales has so much unemployment. Their
figures are 15 per cent.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Onl the 25th inst.
the following appeared in the "W~est Aus-
tralian" showing the number of emplo 'yees
engaged in the factories in the different
States:-

Throughout Australia factory employment
1.7 per cent, higher, and retail employment
1.5 per cent, higher, than in May, 1939.
lVarity employment increased in Victoria by
::4 jper cent.; Queensland, 4.2; South Austra-
lia, 6.8; and Tasmania, 12.7. Decreases were:
New 'South Wales, 1.6 per cent, and Western
Australia 3.6 per cent. Increases in retail em.
jiloyment were: Victoria, 2.8 per cent.; Queens-
landl, 1.8 per cent.; Western Australia, 0.9 per
cent., and Tasnmania, 8.2 per cent. The position
in South Australia was unchanged, and the
only decrease was in New South Wales, 0.8 per
tent, less.

While the New South Wales figures have
gone down a little, those of Western Aus-
tralia have gone down no less than 3.6 per
cent., which is the highest of the lot. It
seems to me that the legislation introduced
by the Government, instead of being help-
ful in this direction, has had the reverse
effect.

The Minister for Labour: The re~duction
you refer to has taken place in one or two
industries, the motor industry and the
building industry.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The building in-
dustry has never been so thriving as it is
at the present time. I know that it is im-
possible to secure all the carpenters that
are wanted. A little while ago when there
was a rush job at Northamn, it was quite im-
possible to get carpenters. Does that not
prove that the building industry is aetivet

The Minister for Labour: You had better
have a talk with the master builders.

piece of legislation that went through last
session has had something to do with it.

The Minister for Labour: Give us the un-
employment figures of all the States.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Those that f
have read are the latest.

The Minister for Labour: They were not
unemployment figures; they dealt with fac-
tories.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I have not the
unemployment figures. I endeavoured to
get them from the Government Statistician,
but he said lie did not have them.

The Minister for Labour: They were pub-
lished yesterday.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I know that the
people in Western Australia are doing their
utmost in every possible way to assist in the
prosecution of the war to a successful issue.
With regard to finance, Western Australia
has done particularly well in respect of the
recently floated loan, the free-of-interest
loan and the purchase of war savings crti-
ficates. Remembering the parlous state in
wvhich our people are-I am referring more
particularly to those engaged in our prina1-y
industries-the contributions have been on
a generous scale. An important factor that
may be put in the forefront is the question
of food supply. Western Australia is admir-
ably situated for the production of food-
stuffs. Last year we had a big wheat har-
vest, and we have also done very well with
our dairying industry, but unfortunately our
wool clip was down because of drought con-
ditions. In certain parts of the North the
drought still prevails, and pastoralists have
not been able to re-stock. I should have
liked the Government to tell us something
of its policy with regard to the pastoral
position; I hope the Minister for Lands will
he able to give the House an idea of his in-
tenti ons. We require a good deal of informa-
tion from the Government to make up for
all that the Speech lacks. Many parts of
the State have never been in a worse posi-
tion than they are in today. The Minister
for Lands is carrying his particular burden
very cheerfully, but there are even heavier
burdens for other Ministers to shoulder. We
have a surplus of wheat at the present time,
but that is a commodity that I am sure we
shall be able to market in the not very dis-
tant future. I feel sure that our wheat will
be needed when hostilities cease.
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The Premier: There is the problem of
shipping the wheat.

lion. C. GI. LATHIAM: I know that every
effort is being made to get it away, but I
am also aware that the Old Country cannot
afford to send its ships so far away for our
wheat, for the reason that convoys; are re-
quired for a considerable distance. Great
Britain eaii get its wheat from other produc-
ing countries that are mnuch nearer to Brit-
143 ports. However, we must do all we pos-
sibly can to a-;sist those who are engaged in
this indus;try. We have hadI a succession of
hail seasons and low prices and that corn-
ination has not offered marli inducement to
the unfortunate people who have battled so
gamely to retain possession of their hold-
ings. The last thing we want them to do is to
leave their farms, particularly the younger
people whose services are and will continue
to be required in the work of the production
of wheat. It is very difficult, as we know,
to get forum workers, and the gaps that are
being created by those who are enlisting for
active service are not being filled. Tt is too
true that many farms have been abandoned
by men who have enlisted. I do wish that
an orgimtiation could be set up-perhaps in
the Lands Department-to wvatch the inter-
ests of those men who have responded to the
call. Perhaps local committees could be
formed to guard the properties during the
period of absence of the Owners. We are
aware that during the previous war these
abandoned properties-and many of them
were abandoned only temporarily, that is to
say, that the owners. intended to return to
thorn-wore raided and equipment of al
kinds was removed. People in the surround-
ing localities should be public spirited
enough to look after the interests of the
holders wrho have gone on active service.
They should see to it that those men did not
suffer from the depredations of whoever
might like to help himself to what was on
the property. Many of these farmers have
enlisted for what have appeared to them to
be good reasons. I know one man who left
behind a wife and] three children to look
after his property. I asked him why he had
done so and his re-ply was that he had every
reason to fighit for his country. Asked what
the principal. reason was he replied "my wife
and three children." We should do every-
thing to ensure that the interests of those
who figh-t for their country are adequately
protected during their absence.

There is a referenc-e in the Speech to the
question of unlemploymient and the figures
are given as 6,000. 1 have had sent to me an)
ex tract fromn the "Kalgoorlie Miner," which

Ishould like to read to the House. It is
headed "Crops Rotting in the Ground," and
states-

As a. result of the recent internmemnt of a
large number of Italians from the South-Wpst
and the shortage of main p~owr in the district,
acres of potatoes are rotting to waste in thme
ground. Had these potatoes been picked seve-
ral weeks ago they would have yielded hundreds
of pounds, but now settlers can wipe off the
crops as a total loss. A number of the hold-
lags in the district were being worked by un-
unturalised Italians, and mow because of their
internment the crops are lying idle.

Again, in the "West Australian" there is
another statement on thte subject of the
scarcity of potatoes that is being faced by
Australia. This is from Professor Coplanad,
who warns the people that there is a likeli-
hood of a shortage of potatoes--

The Commonwealth Government would not
hesitate to exercise its powers if the present
voluntary arrangements to regulate Tasmanian
shipments to the mainland broke down. There
was no foundation, he said, for the suggestion
being made hi some quarters that large stocks
were available from Ballarat, or that a sub-
stantial surplus would be left in Tasmania at
the end of the season unless deliveries were in-
creased. Victoria would be obliged to continue
importing for some time and imports from
Western Australia would be less than usuzal.

If that statemnent is true why cannot sonic
organisation be created to engage the un-
employed and send them down to the potato
districts I

The Premier: The Federal Government in-
terned the growers and so it should be re-
sponsible.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is what I
may again call "passing the bock," if I may
he permitted to use that expression. It is a
had principle. We have that responsibility
and so let us put the unemployed there to
dig the potatoes.

The Premier: We have no authority to dio
that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Let us take that
anthority. Dloes the Premier mean to tell
me that although we have a valuable posses-
sion, somnething that is required by the
people, w.e cannot get the authority for
them?

The Minister for Lands: The Government
has been advised today that the Federal

32



[30 JULY, 1940.]

authorities are taking definite action in that
regard.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM. I am glad to re-
veive the assurance that has just been given
to me. Probably there is not the wastage
of potatoes that is suggested by the article.
I know when I was in the district recently
I heard no complaint on that score,

The Minister for Lands; The people
affected seem to be the small market gar-
deners.

Hon. C. G. LATH AM: We are told that
6,000 persons are unemployed. When the
Premier interrupted me with a helpful inter-
jection, I was going to say that when I was
in N1ew Zealand as a young man I noticed
that the Government had pat men on to diw
potatoes and thus conserved the interests of
the people. At that time potatoes were
being exported from New Zealand to Aus-
tralia, and the Government, which 'was not
a Labour Government, stepped in with help.
I i sure that sonmc arrangement could
Mpeedily be made to prevent any waste of
potatoes in this State. W"e sometimes com-
plain that we buy so much from the Eastern
State,., and that they in turn buy nothing
from nq. Here is a chance to make some
adjUtmenIt of that position. For some time
ipast a market for potatoes has existed in
the othefr States. It was certainly worth
while to send the Minister to arrange with
thv, Commonwealth Government so that the
State Government might take control. I feel
sure the Commonwealth Government would
willingly delegate some of its powers to this
State. T hope the unemployed will be put
on to this work at once. In many other
countries women dig potatoes, and if they,
can do it men here can do it.

M1r. Holman: The Pric-Fixing Commis-
sione(rl says there will not he a shortage of
potatoes.

lHon. C. 0. LATHAM%: It is definitely
stated that there will be a shortage.

The 'Minister for Lands: We are import-
imn! a thousand tons from New Zealand.

R10n. C. G. LATHAM: The Commissioner
said that the total of 5,000 tons to be im-
ported from New Zealand would represent
only, a fraction of the deficiency. The Coin-
missioner has the necessary knowledge of the
po.,ition. I am glad to have the assurance
that has been given to me.

The Premier: You are getting on well.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: if only I could
get results!I It is not a question of having
an opportunity to speak and of saying yes
or 310. There is far more than that in it.

The Minister for Lands: As the song says,
"It is not what you do, but the way you
do0 it."

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We try to do
things as nicely as we can. If we have any
difference of opinion I desire that we shall
riot expose that difference in the presence
of the eneony. I have pointed out the dli-
culties being experienced by farmers. Mem.
hers will realise that a little while ago the
Midland Junction meat market was short
supplied. The price of beef and mutton
went up to a high figure, though nothing
in comparison with what it has been in other
times. When the position arose the Price.
Fixing Comissioner decided to make an
arranlgement with the master butchers, and
fix a price for both beef and mutton. I do
niot know whether he made any investiga-
tions; I do not think he could have done
much in that direction.

.i Mfarshall: How do you know Pro-
fessor Copland is right?

1102. C. G. LATHAM: I am talking
about the price of meat. My complaint is
riot eon cerning what the Price-Fixing Coin-
missioner does generally, bitt in this in-
stance I think he wrent the wrong way about
that which he did. The proper way to
tackle at matter of that sort was to arrange
the price between the retailers and the con-
sumers. Members may recall a letter written
hy "Consunmer," thanking the Commissioner
for what he did. Yesterday I went into a
butcher's shop and paid exactly the same
price for meat as -was charged during the
week when the price soared to such heights
ill the market, namely, about £21 for a bul-
lock and about £2 for a 'wether. When the
price fixed for sheep is 6d. or 61/d. per lb.
and for cattle 51~d. per lb., then 9d., 10d.,
lid., and up to is. fid. is a high price to
charge consumers. The Commissioner ought
to have investigated the matter and
ascertained what justification there was for
the prices. No charge can be laid against
the produceers. They send their stock to
market, it is auctioned, and they have to
accept the price that willing buiyers will
pay. That applies all the year round. Very
often the producer gets only 2d. per lb. for
his mutton.
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Mr. Patrick: And it is still not much
cheaper in the shops.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. The
Commissioner acted hastily, and the result
will probably he a shortage of supply.
There is more justification for a higher price
to be paid for meat in this State than in
the other States. No good purpose would
be served by' quoting Eastern States pri ces.
In this State wre have had a long dry spell.
The North-West cannot supply us with mut-
ton, and it is not possible to get a shipload
of fats brought down. Cattle, of course , do
come from the Kimiberleys. In the wheat-
belt an extraordinarily dry season has been
experienced. The sheep there are in fair
.store condition, but there are few fats
amongst them. It is only a waste of money
to send them to the fat market. When the
price was high and the season continued to
be extraordinarily dry, men who were afraid
of overstocking rushed truckloads of their
.stock to market, with the result that a great
deal of store mutton came into the metro-
politan area and the price rose out of all
proportion to the value of the stock. Take
the man who sold mutton at the price fixed
by the Commissioner. A 561ib. prime wether
last year cost 17s. off shears at Katan-
ning. The fanner who bought such a
wether would have to pay 3s. freight to get
it to his property. He wvould then have to
feed the sheep, and by the time it was ready*
for market the feediag would have cost him
another 6is. It would then cost about 3s. to
dispose of the sheep, so that there would be
no profit in the price fixed by the Commis-
sioner. That official ought to justify what
he is doing rather than rush in As he has
done. Most of these anomalies will no doubt
adjust themselves in time. If the price goes
up again the market will he supplied with
meat of inferior quality. MXany people bny
that kind of meat.

The Premier: That is what happened re-
cently. This week the market is glutted.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. To fix
the price of meat in the way it was done is
wrong in principle, unless the Commissioner
can satisfy himself that the price is not un-
reasonable. What he should have (lone was
to fix the retail price to the consumer. The
situation would then have adjusted itself.
He could have ascertained why the price
was so high to the consumer compared with
the price that was paid in the market. The

position would have been worth investigat-
ing. By his action he has given rise to n1
great deal of dissatisfaction and he is carry-
ing a lot of odium he njeed not have ear-
iied. 1 hope before he does such a thing
again he will closely investigate the whole
situation.

I would like to put forward a p~roposal
on behalf of the farmers, something I
would have been lath to suggest but for the
situation that has arisen. I am going to ask
the Government to bring down sonic formt
of moratorium similar to that wvhich wvas in-
troduced during the last war. A general
mnoratoriumi is not in my miind, but I think
we should have sonic form of moratorium.
I in not referring to that which has been
brought down by the Federal Government
for the benefit of the man who is on active
service, hut I want legislation to ensure
that a person may apply to the Commnis-
sioner to have process stopped if ally action
is taken against hint That legislation would
have to be wider in its application
than the Farmers' Debts Adjustment
Act or the Mortgagees' Rights Restric-
tion Act. Relief could be afforded by sus-
pending all debts incurred up to a certain
daite, so that from then onwards a man would
not have to pay his debts in arrear until
he was in a position to do so. Such a svs-
tent should not prevent him from obtaining
credit for future transactions. People
would not be likely to rush in and apply
to the Commissioner for protection under
such a moratorium, hut legislation of' that
kind would deter persons from harassing in-
dividuals wrho were not able to pay their
way. The Minister for Lands knows the
position in which pastoralists find themn-
selves, and he also knows how the agrieul-
turists stand. We ought to do something
more than we are doing for those engaged
in the industries I have mentioned, and I
submit this suggestion for the consideration
of the Government.

Mr. Hughes: Would you favour suspend-
ing the debts of creditors likewise

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, that was
(lone during the last wvar.

Mr. Hughes: And it led to a lot of trouble
with the banks.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The banks cer-
tainly have their share of burdens to carry.

The Minister for Lands: The difficulty is
t6 prevent interference with current credit.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAsM: I appreciate that
point. Debts incurred after the (late of the
order would not be protected. A moratorium
of this kind was passed dluring the last war
with good results. No doubt it would have
to be followed on, as the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes) has suggested.

Mr. Hughes: Creditors who could not get
their debts paid would be left destitute.

The Minister for Lands: People to whom
motley was owed might find themselves in a
worse position than those who owed them
motley.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That position
mnight arise, but something will have to be
done, otherwise wholesale abandonments of
properties will ensue. No inducement is of-
fered for any pastoralist to stay on his lease-
hold. He is weighed down by huge debts,
and his prospects for the future are any-
thing hut bright. I do not know what will
he the result of the inquiry recently con-
(arted by the Royal Commission. I expect
Mr. Fyfe will have a doleful story to tell,
and that a great deal of financial assistance
will lbe required to rectify the position. I
now wish to refer to another matter. When
the price of superphosphate went up 40 per
cent., no action was ap~parently taken to in-
vestigate the cause of that rise.

The Premier: Oh yes, the Commonwealth
Government went into the whole matter.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That increase
represents a great load upon primary indus-
try. I have worked out how it will affect
the cost of raising sheep. Only good coun-
try will carry a sheep to two acres. The
increase in the cost of superphosphate will
adld 2s. 10d. per head to the cost of carrying
sheep. I know the Government is doing
something in the matter. I have been in
touch with Mr. Fernie to ascertain whether
we could obtain the necessary supply of sul-
pliny locally, so that we might get the bene-
fit of that sup ply and thus reduce the cost
or siuperphosphate.

The Minister for Industrial Development
reminded me that motorists were about to
he placed at a disadvantage. I presume he
wits referring to petrol rationing. The Fed-
eral Government does not seem to have given
any* reason why it proposes to ration
petrol, hut I can suggest a reason. The
oil. service is of the utmost importance
to Australia, but would be of no use
without petrol. It is therefore essential

that we should have within Australia as
great a supply of petrel as possible so that
the air services and air force may he sup-
plied. Whoever is working out the rationing
of petrol will have no easy task. We do not
know for certain whether everyone will be
told be can have only so mutch petrol. The
man who is living alongside a siding and
has to cart wheat to it will not require as
much petrol as will the man who is living 20
or 30 miles away from a siding.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Farmers who have
to depend upon carting supplies will need
differential treatment, because some of them
will adjoin sidings while others will he 20 or
30 miles away. It will not be easy for the
Federal Court to decide who shall have pre-
ference. I sympathis with the board in that
regard. The same argument really applies
to all primary producers, more especially
those in the North-West, where there will be
great difficulty because those near the sea-
ports will not have nearly so far to go or to
make as many trips as producers situated
far out.

Mr. Marshall: The rationing will not ap-
ply beyond the 26th parallel.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am aware of
that. Whatever action is to he taken will
not be easily decided upon. My own idea is
that pleasure cars should be done away with
altogether, especially in the metropolitan
area, where there are facilities of conveyance
for people desirous of coming to town.
Again, the Government departments have a
large number of motor cars. When several
officers need to go into the same country dis-
trict, some of them might be taken in one car
at the same time, instead of using possibly
three or four cars all travelling over the
same route. What I suggest could be
achieved by co-ordination of departments.
The task might necessitate the services of an
officer; but it could be accomplished, and
with great advantage. The present consump-
dion of petrol by Government officers must
be very heavy indeed. I do hope that people
today using inotor cars will give country
users the benefit of any sacrifices that can
be made.

I was struck by a remark of the member
for Pilbarn (Mr. W. Hegney), tbat money
can be found for the war but cannot be
found to provide employment for the people.

.15
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I do not know whether the lion. member en-
tertains the samne view as many people hold,
that things can lie paid for hr, inflation. We
shall have some inflation for A certainty; but
T fear that if we have it to any great extent,
the people who will suffer most will he the
middle-class and poorer people.

'Mr. W. Hegney: The poorer people
ntiostly.

ion. C. 0. LATHIAM: That is borne out
by what happened in aermnany after the last
war, the poorer classes beingo practically
starved to death.

Mr. M1arshall : There appear to he plenty
of them there now.

Ron. C. CF. LATHAM%: That is dlue to
the systeiti of borrowing money and paying
interest on it. That system involves a cer-
tain amnount of inflation. As regards our
own unemployed, I think we have treated
them firily liberally. In any ease, T (Io not
know that we ,;hall get much further by
pointing out that money can be found for
war, In point of fact, we have a perfect
right to use every) single thing we possess
it order to retain our freedom and our
nationalit 'y as they are today. It does not
matter iF, to that cud, we even put our coun-
try into bankruptcy. We can build up again
fromn that; but itf we hand over Australia to
at foreign power, I do not know that lifc;
here would bep worth living. We are entitled
to go to ainy extreme for the piurpose of
maintaining our liberty. No doitbt the meni-
her for Murchison (M1r. M3ar-shall) will come
forward with various great ideas now that
he~ has had tinte to read up other people's
views.

Before closing T suggest to thme Premier
that consideration might be given to the
position of the Ynnmpi Sound leases. I do
not know what their position. is today.

The Premier: They are still held by Bra;-
serts.

lion. C. (G. LA TRAM: What do BReas-
serts propose to do with them? To mi the
deposits s9em highly suitable for smelting.
There should be a ready market for
pig iron. If the deposits are as valuable as
represented, the ore could be brought down
to Fremantle or elsewhere to he smnelted; and
such works would serve a highly useful pur-
pose after the war.

The Prenmier: I have given a great deal of
consideration to that aspect, and have had
interviews regarding it with people in the
Eastern States.

Hon. C. G. LsATHAM: It is necessary to
htare the Housec called together in order to
get that information, We go on imagining
that nothing is being done whilst the Pre-
mier is in a ~Iosition to inform us that a
great deal is being done. There ought to be
a ready mnarkcet in the Old Country and also
iii America for our pig iron.

The Premier: The Broken Hill people ex-
ported over a million tons of pig iron to
Great Britain.

lion. C. 0. LATHAM: This might be a
iit-.ble time for exploiting the Yampi

Sound deposits. I trust there will not Ibe
uue new legislation introduced, though I

recognise that some Bills will he needed for
the correction of anomalies in existing laws.
However, I consider that we should not em-
bark on anty new phases of legislation. I
atn perfectly convinced that at the termina-
tion or the war there will have to be a re-
oietattion of the economic life of our State
and of the British Nation too.

Mr. 3. Hegney: What do You mean by
that?

lion. C. 0. LATHAM: I hold that in all
probability we shall find greatly improved
conditions prevailing with regard to market-
ing. Muceh of our existing legislation MAY
have to he scrapped in the near future.
Therefore let us pause until the termination
of the war. Mecantime we may socialise quite
at lot of things.

Mr. J. Ilegney: The Federal Attorney
Gieneral does not favour any alteration in
the existing social order.

lion. C. G. LATHFA-M: The world of
thought is made up of differences of opinion.
and that is a good thing. Were the ease
otherwise, there would be no Opposition.
There would be no interjections from the
e-ross-benehes, if members sitting there
thought as I think. I have read what the
Federal Attorney General said. It is a true
saying that there is no new thing under the
sun. The reading of history shows that
many things we believe to be new existed
many years ago. Again, we are all able to
use wireless. Oitee it was discovered, every-
body picked it up and began to use it. So
there it is in existence; it has ceased to be
new. I repeat, during the war new legis-
lation should not he introduced with any
hope of improving social conditions. How-
ever, I acknowledge that some legislation
will have to be brought down.
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I do not propose at this time to discusis
the question that is uppermost in my mind;
namely, the improvement of conditions at
our University.

Some time ago I expressed the Country
Party's opinion that there should he a
National Government. I believe that such
a proposal has been made in the Federal
Parliament, but we have nothing to do with
that; it is a matter for the Federal parties
and for the people who elect them. Still,
I feel that the Leaders of political parties
in Western Australia-the Premier, the
Leader of the National Party, and myself
-might be acquainted with some of the
problems of the Federal Government, and
that we might consult with the Common-
wealth authorities regarding them. We should
lie enabled to funish to the Federal Govern-
mint information that we have available.
In stressing that, I need hardly say we do
not desire to be the means of dissemiinating,
information we might receive. On the other
hand, I feel sure it would have the effect of
stopping much adverse criticism that is
heard and would enable ut, correctly to in-
form people respecting matters in which we
ourselves are in the dark equally with them.
We are the representatives of the people
and surely wve can he trusted with import-
ant secrets. From time to time siomec of us
have held positions such as 'Ministers occupy
to-clay. I know the Premier will say that
we can alway' s go to him and] discuss ]nat-
lers at any time, hut I would like to have
that privilege as a right instead of having
to beg for it. I do not know to what ex-
tent Ministers enjoy the confidence of the
Federal authorities4, but I have endeavoured
to stress the fact that Western Australia is
placed in a position totally different from
that of the other States, becausie the latter
arc close to the seat of Government anti the
Federal Government itself. They can con-
tact the Federal authorities much more
easily than we can. I do not know that
there will ever he an invasion of Australia
by a hostile nation. Most decidedly I hope
there will not be; but should there be such
an invasion, the duty will devolve upon the
State Government more than ever to safe-
guard the interests of the State. The task
of defending the people as much as possible
will certainly devolve more than ever upon
the State Government, in wvhich circum-
stances we ought to he acquainted with what

is inl the minds of Federal 'Ministers, q1uite'
irrespective of polities. We are, all imbued
with a sincere desire to help, It was fronm
that standpoint that we urged that Parlia.
nieat should be called together so that we
could pass the necessary supply and assist
the Government to carry on the affairs of
State. Above all we desired to ascertain it
we could not do much more than we are
doing- to-day, With other members, I at-
tend win-the-war rallies and tell the people
why they should subscribe to various
patriotic funds. 'Most decidedly the
people are responding generously, but
personally I feel we are not doing
enough. In the course of a few days we
hope to have a meeting of returned-soldier
members to see if we cannot do more,
Once a manl has been actively engaged on
war work and knows what is ahiead of the-
notion, hie views the position seriously, and
I feel we are merely shirking our responsi-
bilities if we arc content to sit dlown and (Io
nothing. 'lhore are thousands of pleoltle who
feel the same way about it, an-4 all art-
anxious to do soniething more. T am posi-
tive there is not one member of this Hlouse
who would not willingly render services be-
yond tvhat he is undertaking to-day. lIt
our deliberations during this session I
hope we shall he able to satisfy our own
minds that we are doing all that is possible.
I trust that we shall-he able to gvive a lead
to the people in assisting to bring the war to

asucessful conclusion. Our- freedom i.s
,worth everything we can give in order to
maintain that heritage, and I believe every-

One is willing to make all sacrifices. possihhi,
with that end in view.

During the tea suspension I had an oppor-
tunity to Perulse thle figures regarding uined-
ploy*miuent throughout Aulstralia, and I found
thant those, For Ne~w South WVales were as thie
Minister for Tahour indicated; bitt on in-
vestignating the piosition I ascertained that
mnueh of the uneni plo'ment arose from the
coalI-stri ke ini tha t S tate, as a result of which
industry has not yet readjusted itself.

The Minister for Labour: The Victorian
figures arc high, too.

Hlon. C. G. LATHAM: Fortunately we
have not had any strikes ili Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Patrick: But we have experienced badh
times.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, we are ex-
periceing a bad season. The fact remains
that the coal strike did interfere extensively
with industry in New South Wales, and the
unemployment figures for that State are
doubtless due in a large measure to that in-
dustrial upheaval.

The Minister for Labour: The Victorian
and South Australian figures are high.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They are highl
everywhere, and they are not very satisfac-
tory in Western Australia.

The Minister for Labour: Ours are the
second lowest in Australia.

Honl. C. G. LATHAM: Queensland has
the lowest figures.

The Minister for Labour: No, Tasmania.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: yes, that is so. 1

do not propose to delay members any longer.
We sha have an Opportunity to deal with
the financial Position when the Estimates
are before us, and for that reason r have
refrained from dealing with that phase.

On motion by Mr. Needham, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 7.45 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.80
p-it., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS.-

Diesel Electric Coaches.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Seere-
tn v: 1, What was the total mileage
travelled by Diesel electric coaches on each
of the sections during the year ended the
30th June, 1940? 2, What was the total

number of passengers carried in each dis-
trict? 3, What were the total earnings in
each district? 4, What were the total coach-
ing earnings, inwards and outwards, on the
Kalgoorlie-Leonora-Laverton section during
the same period? 5, What were the total
coaching earnings, inwards and outwards,
on the Kalgoorlie-Norsemani-Esperancc sec-
tion during the same peziodl

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
2, and 3-

Section.

Perth-Merrcdin
(main line)

Perth-Merredin (via
Wyalkatchem ..-

Perth-Corrigin (via
Quairading) -

Pertli-Katanning -

Perth-Buubury -

Bunbury-Russelton
and Northcliffe

Geraldton-Mullewa
and Yana-

Mile- Pan- Revenue
alge. sengers. £f

13,574

12,688

10,784
15,419

5,316

5,602

7,164

5,637
8,388
1,600

3,855

1,919

49,686

64,178

64,042
67,078
11,158

29,728 14,617

44,246 8,604

330,116 81,002 34,115

4 and 5, The sectional earnings between
Kalgoorlie and Leonora branch and Kal-
goorlie-Norseman-Esperance branch are not
recorded separately.

QUEBTION-PETROL RATIONING.

Producer Gas Plants.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Is the Government aware that the
harbour authorities refuse to allow trucks
fitted with producer gas plants to enter the
goods sheds at Fremantlet 2, Does the ov-
erment consider this is helping the pro-
posed petrol rationing scheme being intro-
duced by the Federal authorities? 3, Is the
Government aware that the Underwriters'
Association considers that no additional risk
is entailed by the use of producer gas, inas-
much as no additional premium is required
on vehicles so fitted? 4, If so, will the Gov-
erment reconsider this decision in order to
assist the drive for petrol rationing, and
thus encourage further development of a
local industry?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
and 2, Yes; the Fremnantle Harbour Trust
Commissioners have restricted motor ve-
hicles so equipped from entering the cargo
sheds upon Victoria Quay, for the reason
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